SEE MORE®

BOAT REVIEW

The NEEL 47 is the latest evolution of this successful French builder’s range, so
KEVIN GREEN investigates if they have created the perfect performance cruiser.
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scuppers for water shedding, and the wetbar
means drinks are handily placed. For that

run ashore, there's stainless chocks on the
tram=zom and below them a slot for the life raft.

FUNCTIONAL LIVING

Walking through the spacious cockloon, past
the att lounge seating takes me to the forward
gallay with steps nearby down to the bow
where the single set of ablutions is located.
The head and shower are in separate rooms
with a vanity sink between, and headroom is
good, plus the deck hatches open to ventilate
the entire spacea.

The U-shaped galley rather restricts the
number of users, but it does keep you safe in
a swell. Numerous Alpi-clad cupboards allow
plenty of storage, and eguipment ncludes a
two-burner gas stove and oven, plus opbonal
microwave and dishwasher. A desp drawer
fridge with chest takes care of perishables,
and double sinks are surrounded by ample
worktop space for food preparation.

Matural light comes from tall windows
all round, only let down by the rather
small forward-facing opening one imiting
ventilation. Ower on the starboard quarter
s the spacious navigation station with wida
bench seating, and convemnently placed
underneath is the main switchboard.

Just behind the nav station is the deck-level
owner's suite, an ideal feature for the newbie
sailor or anyone suffering daustrophobia. The
bed is against the outboard bulkhead to give
walking space, and the headboard lies along
the keel line so you can relax while admiring
the view through the forward window.

Guests have the two symmetrical cabins
in the amas, which are accessad via the
cockloon. The two guest cabins have a small
carridor to each - which can be a handy wet
locker - and there’s a sink and optional head.

IMPRESSIVE RIG

The HEEL 47 has an extensive sail plan,

deal for the varied conditions often found
while blue-water voyaging. The cutter rig

is standard with a self-tacking staysail for
easy handling and outside genoca, while the
fully battened mainsail has a big top and =
slab reefed. A fibreglass bowsprit ensures
good separation for flying an asymmetnc,
which has winches outboard on the amas.
Sails are a personal choice, but Dacron
comeas as standard with a performance
Hydranet option. The review boat cams with
the optional carbon spars supported by
Cyneema-vectron shrouds, which mimmises
stretch and weight aloft.

Two staps up from the cockloon s the =ingle
starboard haelm station protected by a canvas
birmini. At thea halm, a moulded fibreglass seat
for two gives good support - a good idea for
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an slevated stearing position. The console
controls inClude a Maxpower bow thruster
(a wise option) and BEG electronics with
autopilot near at hand and throttle cutboard.

Just in front. separated by the comidor from
the cockdoon, sits three Antal winches - two
electric halyard ones and a central manual
one for sheets. Owerhead is a camvas bimimni
that can be unzipped to view the mainsail. The
mainsail is controlled by twin sheets running
on transom-mounted blodks to give good
leverage on the boom and s easily accessible
from the fybridge sunpad, plus thera's
lazyjacks to gather the saildoth

Moving around the NEEL 47 s easy thanks
to its flat decks. At the bows, the nets on each
side of the main hull minimise weight and drag
while also creating a sunken s=ating position.
Anchoring is fairly well taken care of via a
substantial horrontal windlass, which runs to
the anchor bensath the bowsprit. Two large
lockers are also handy for general storage.

The NEEL 47 won “Boatl of the Year’ in
the Multihull category of the prestigious

2020 Cruisine World awards.

NEEL 47 SPECIFICATIONS

Overall Length: 14.3m / 47%t

8.23m /2t

1.58m / 5_2ft

19m / 62.3ft

10,600kg

F5E.5sqft

538 sq ft

25saft

&00L

&0 HP Volvo sail drive

Marc Lombard
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DEEP CENTRAL NULL
Construction technigues have advanced for
the build of the MEEL 47 as the three hulls
are moulded in one process, which increases
structural rigidity and reduces costs.

“We've constructed a new factory for the 47
allowing us to builld one every six weeks, and
thesa are tully infused and vacuum moulded.”
said Eric.

Materials used are polyester with vinlyester
resin that mpregnates the closed-cell PYC
foam core, which is covered in guadniax=ial
fibreglass cloth. The deep hull allows plenty
of volume, which means the engine room is
spacious with near-standing headroom.

A hatch beside the galley has a ladder
down to the outer part, which has the battery
bank near the keel aiding stability, while the
hot water, water maker and other systems
are also lowset here as well. Also good i the
placemant for the optional generator set in
the central forward part of this room, and all
electrics are elevated to avoid water incursion

Further aft wia a waterbight door is the
engine, a 80hp Volvo =saildrive, which is
dwarfed by the fres space around it so 15 easy
to weork on for sarvicing.

The MEEL 47 looks an ideal boat for our shoal
waters and beyond, so perhaps an ex-factory
handover and Maditerranean cruisa s in order
before shipping your own one back to Oz7 0@

Contact Multihull Solutions

T: +61(0) 7 2452 5164
E: infodsmultshullsolutons. com.au
W multihullsolutions.com.aa
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